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  Tremendous Losses.  .  .and Tremendous Gains
 As many of you know, on May 8 we lost 
founding member Anabel Maldonado Sanchez.

 Membership director and member of the 
Archives Advisory Committee, Anabel had 
been an involved and crucial board member 
ever since she was elected recorder in EMHS’ 
first election in 1993 – almost the entire 30 
years of the organization. Please see more on 
page 11.

 In December, EMHS President Robyn 
Hoffman suffered the loss of her husband, 
Steve Hoffman, who, like Robyn, had been a  
member since 2013. Still, Robyn has contin-
ued to steer this organization as we’ve con-
tinued to make incredible progress in this, 
our 30th anniversary year. Among the gains 
we can celebrate:

 •  The 3rd printing of Timelines.
 •  A return to in-person events.
 • Receipt of a grant, letting us hire an  
    archivist and assistant.
 • The opening of EMHS archives in the  
    Tijeras Senior Center.
	•	And	more.	Details	inside.
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Anabel Maldonado Sanchez at an EMHS Event in 1998.   
Photo by Louise Waldron
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The  EMHS  Newsletter  aims  to   inform  members  and   
prospective   members  of  EMHS  events  and   endeavors,   
including  committee   work,  and  to  serve  as  a  record  of 
society  activities.  It  is  also  a  forum for  stories  about the 

area.  Thanks  to  Sandra  Lee  for   help  prepping  the   
Newsletter  for   distribution  and  mailing,  and  to    
Robyn  Hoffman  for  contributions   and  proofing.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of the East Mountain Historical Society is to identify,  

preserve and present to the public the history and culture of the East  
Mountain area. EMHS will assist in protecting historical and land-
scapes, artifacts, records, or any item considered to be of historical 
significance. EMHS will also identify, collect and archive historical 

material of significance to the area.
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After 2-Year Hiatus, In-Person Programs Are Back
 Our first program, held on May 1, 
featured author Josephine Zamora Padilla, 
who grew up in Manzano and shared 
personal memories included in her 
memoir, “Under the Red Tin Roof.”

 Because we had not had a program 
in so long, and because of the venue, we 
invited only members to this program. 
Information was sent electronically to 
those who had email, and Membership 
Director Anabel Sanchez personal-
ly mailed to those without email a flier 
Program Director Debbie Post had cre-
ated for the event.

 Debbie later characterized the talk as “cozy”, which 
was apt, as the author was seated on a chair, saying she 
preferred to have a “conversation” with the 20 or so 
members who attended. Because the historic church in 
Tijeras is closed for renovations and repairs, Debbie had 
booked the Tijeras Village Council Chambers.

 The youngest of 10 children, seven of whom sur-
vived childhood, Josephine said her book was sparked 
in 2017 with a personal genealogy search; the pandemic
gave her time to write. Born in Albuquerque, she grew 

up in the town of Manzano in the red 
tin-roofed house with adobe walls two 
or three layers thick. Because her mother 
died when she was three, she was raised by 
two older sisters. Her family ran a mercan-
tile in the house, including a barrel of hard 
candy that was a delight to local families. 
With no phone or TV, her Spanish-speak-
ing father often visited other single men 
for conversation, including “older men” 
who lived in Abo; she climbed the ruins 
of Quarai before it became part of Salinas 
National Monument. “He would not leave 
us unattended. He would go into the Ci-
bola National Forest and we would play 

under the horse wagon while he cut wood.”

 Manzano reportedly has the oldest apple orchard in 
the U.S., she said, and its own fishing lake that “is stocked 
to this day – and had a couple of drownings as well.” She 
talked with admiration of the local women who “worked 
so hard,” keeping pots of beans cooking, serving canned 
peaches for dessert and “making tortillas as thick as a  
finger, warmed on wood stoves.” EMHS President Robyn 
Hoffman purchased a copy of Josephine’s book and donated 
it to our archives.

Events Coming Up in June & July
“Larry Glasebrook and The Herald of Well Country” 
on June 25
 Our next program will be held at the East Mountain 
Library at 2 p.m. Saturday, June 25, when Teri Reynoso 
presents a talk (with lots of pictures) about tuberculosis re-
covery camps in the East Mountains and magazine editor 
Larry Glasebrook, whose dream was to open a camp of his 
own. Glasebrook was editor of The Herald of Well Country.

Wheels Museum Tour in Downtown Albuquerque 
on July 23
Debbie has arranged for us a private tour of the Wheels 
Museum, starting at 10 a.m. July 23. No fee is charged but 
donations are appreciated.
Please see f lier on the next page for more on these  
member events.
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President’s Message
A Hard Message To Write

 This is a hard message to write, because there 
are no words to adequately express feelings of grief 
and loss. As some of you know, this has been a hard 
season for me personally because my wonderful 
husband Steve died in December, after having been 
my favorite companion and supporter for 41 years. 
And the recent loss of our beloved EMHS founding 
Board member Anabel Sanchez on May 8 com-
pounds my feeling of turmoil from loss. No doubt, 
the thousands of deaths, societal changes and oth-
er losses sustained during the two and a half years 
of this pandemic have affected everyone. We have 
all had to relinquish cherished rituals and cultural 
activities, cancel, alter or downsize family and com-
munity celebrations, and often engage in new forms 
of communication that are poor substitutes for the 
prior routines of our lives.

 An African proverb, sometimes attributed to 
Malian diplomat and writer Amadou Hampate  
Ba says, “When an elder dies, a library burns 
to the ground.” Musician Michelle Zauner says 
in her memoir Crying in H Mart on the death of 
her Mother: “She was my champion; she was my  
archive. . . She had taken the utmost care to preserve the evidence of my existence and growth, capturing me 
in images, saving all my documents and possessions.” As our elders pass away, we no longer have the in-person 
evidence of the lifestyle and ways of their personal history and culture. And as an elder myself, I have observed 
that lifestyles and cultures in the East Mountains have taken dramatic shifts, and in some ways been up-ended 
by drought, economic factors, and the world-wide pandemic.

 The mission of the East Mountain Historical Society has always been to identify, preserve and present to 
the public the history and culture of the East Mountain area. Our mission statement itself includes the aims of 
identification, collection and archiving of historical material of significance to the East Mountains. And so it is 
propitious that in our 30th year of existence, EMHS has obtained the services of professional archivists to bring 
order to our collections, and make them more accessible to our members and the public. We are grateful to 
the Village of Tijeras, Mayor Jake Bruton and the Village Councilors and staff who have joined with EMHS in 
obtaining the National Endowment for the Humanities grant to establish our archives. Because of the current 
on-going restoration of the historic Tijeras Village Church where we previously kept our collections, they are 
now safely housed in the Tijeras Senior Center. To preserve the wisdom and history of our elders, we aspire to 
restart an oral history program so that our metaphorical library does not burn to the ground, but is preserved 
for the benefit of posterity.

– Robyn Hoffman
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EMHS member Steve Hoffman,  a whiz in the kitchen, 
making his famous chicken enchiladas.                     
Photo courtesy Robyn Hoffman
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EMHS Receives Prestigious State History Award
Second Year in a Row

 For the second year in a row, EMHS has been awarded the 
prestigious Lansing B. Bloom award, which recognizes an out-
standing publication in New Mexico or Southwest borderlands 
history by an institution affiliated with the Historical Society of 
New Mexico. EMHS is an organizational member of HSNM.

 Last year, EMHS won the award for publication of its book, 
Timelines of the East Mountains. This year, EMHS was honored 
for its quarterly Newsletter. 

 “You’ve done it again! On behalf of the Historical Society 
of New Mexico Awards Committee, I am pleased to inform you 
that your East Mountain Historical Society newsletter has been 
selected for the Lansing B. Bloom award,” HSNM awards direc-
tor Dennis Daily wrote in announcing the prize. “Your quarterly 
newsletter is a wonderfully informative publication with arti-
cles on East Mountain history, activities of the EMHS, society 
news and notes, etc. Putting together a newsletter of this scope, 
and with nice design, takes a serious committed effort and we  
commend you on this work.”

 He added, “Our communities’ histories are largely preserved and disseminated by local historical societies 
across the state doing volunteer work out of the sheer love of New Mexico’s cultural heritage. Thank you for 
your contributions in this area.”

 The award, named after the first editor of the New Mexico Historical Review, was presented in the form of a 
medallion, as it was last year (see photo). This year, the medallion was presented at the state history conference held 
in April in Las Cruces. It was accepted on behalf of EMHS by President Robyn Hoffman and EMHS Historian 
Denise Tessier, who has served as editor of the Newsletter since the 1998 fall issue. “EMHS is so grateful to our 
talented Editor Denise Tessier of our award-winning newsletter for her dedication and outstanding production of 
the newsletters for the last 24 years,” Robyn said. “EMHS asks now that volunteers step up to help continue the tra-
dition so that Denise can relinquish this role to concentrate on her roles as Historian and Archive Advisory Chair.”

 The EMHS Newsletter editor also won first place in the non-profit newsletter editing category in the com-
munications contest sponsored by the New Mexico Press Women, which was announced during its conference in 
Farmington in March. The editor has been notified that the first place Newsletter also has placed nationally in the 
contest sponsored by the National Federation of Press Women, results of which will be announced in June. 

 It appears this is the first time HSNM has honored an organization with the Lansing B. Bloom award  
two years in a row. In addition to the medallion, the award also grants EMHS free membership in HSNM for 
the year 2023.
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EMHS Sets Up Archives in Senior Center in Tijeras
  After receiving a Humanities Council grant, EMHS has 

hired an archivist and assistant to organize EMHS’ files, photos 
and documents. Archivist Amy Padilla is a New Mexico native 
with extensive experience and a Master’s of Science in Informa-
tion Studies from UT, Austin, where she cataloged and processed 
complex archival collections, digitized correspondence and dig-
itally restored photographs. She has also done extensive archival 
work of all types at UNM’s Center for Southwest Research. Assis-
tant Caroline Hess lives in a historic stagecoach house in Sedil-
lo and has impressive experience with archival hardware, such as 
printers and scanners, and in May received her Master of Library  
Science, with an archival and digital imaging emphasis. 

 Debbie Post set up Zoom times for the interviews and Mo 
Palmer attended a couple, which were conducted by Historian 
Denise Tessier. Denise, who in recent weeks has been working 
several three-hour sessions to mark and move files into archival 
quality folders, is heading up a History Advisory Committee that 

will work with the archivist and review materials before they are deleted, among other tasks. Anabel Sanchez, Mo and 
Rick Holben agreed to be part of the committee, and Anabel was able to visit the archives before she passed. A second grant 
application, drafted mostly by Caroline, has been submitted so that work can continue beyond the temporary parameters 
of the first grant, which concludes in October.

 The village of Tijeras moved EMHS’ holdings from the historic church into what was the Computer Room at the Senior 
Center. The village gave EMHS a file cabinet and map-size file cases and the Village Council has approved an agreement 
that, among other things, makes the village fiduciary agent for administering the grant.

EMHS Represented at Joint Meeting of Historical Societies
 On May 28, Program Director Debbie Post and Archivist Amy Padilla attended a joint meeting of historical societ-
ies hosted by Martha Liebert and the Sandoval County Historical Society. Amy reports:  “They really rolled out the red car-
pet! There were representatives from Placitas, Cuba, Corrales, Sandoval County and Debbie and I from EMHS. We took 
a brief tour, and it was impressive what they’ve put together, but the thing that seemed most valuable to me was being 
with others who are like-minded and hungry to know more. Martha Liebert, a former librarian and head of the society, 
proudly showed us their wonderful collections, built over 44 years, of photos, artifacts and their ever expanding library, 
brimming with books about New Mexico. I had multiple requests for some training regarding keeping collections archi-
vally, and it made me think that if we get the second grant we applied for, maybe we can include some of these folks in 
our training sessions. “We were there for almost three hours, and the time just flew by. Martha said that we are welcome 
back anytime, and I really encourage . . .the EMHS crew to go take a field trip there, it’s a wonderful place for those of us 
who love New Mexico history.”

Archivist Amy Padilla, left, and Caroline Hess, right, met 
with founder Joyce Mendel at her home in May. Amy 
said she was “honored to get this opportunity to meet the 
woman who is responsible for gathering so much of the 
material we have in our archive.”
Photo by Cliff Mendel
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Current positions open, which are critical to the membership, are:

Newsletter Editor – Which involves proofing, editing, some writing, and working with writers, the layout person and the printer. 

This is more than four hours each issue, but is only four times a year. The editor would not need to do layout or distribution. 

Membership – Are you familiar with Mail Chimp or equivalent? We need you to download EMHS’ membership data into a  

program and help us keep track of membership rolls. It only involves a few hours a month. 

We also need folks to help with Oral History, Hospitality and Newsletter Production (folding and stamping).

Please contact President Robyn Hoffman at president@eastmountainhistory.org to help.

WANTED! EMHS is looking for volunteers to donate a few hours of their time a week or per month. 
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Our First Quarter Newsletter was devoted strictly to
the Stone House Donation proposal. So, a belated 
hearty welcome goes out to Nicholas Coleman- 
Watkins, Susan Thom Loubet, Robert and Susan 
McGuire, and Joseph Rodman, all of Cedar Crest; 
Jan Wier of Dallas, Texas; Joel and Lisa Darnold of 
Albuquerque and Phil Ward (who now has a lifetime 
membership; thank you, Phil!),  Evelyn McGarry and 
Deborah Taylor, both of Edgewood; Glen Miller and 
Carolyn De Heffner, both of Tijeras; and Kathy Freas 
and Elyse Ahnael, both of Sandia Park.
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