
Stone House Cultural Resource Survey
• Goal: Identify cultural resources on the 

Stone House property other than the House 
and other standing architecture
• Cultural properties: archaeological sites or 

historical structures that should be separately 
registered with the New Mexico Cultural 
Resource Information System (NMCRIS)

• Features: foundations, rubble piles, fire pits, 
acequias/irrigation ditches, etc.

• Artifacts: objects that provide clues to when the 
area was used (diagnostic artifacts) and the 
kinds of activities that were potentially carried 
out there (ceramics, stone, metal, etc.).



• Step 1 - NMCRIS (New Mexico Cultural 
Resource Information System) Record 
Search: Review of previously recorded 
cultural resources (sites and other 
historic properties) that have been 
registered with the state of New Mexico.
• Most documented cultural resources in the 

vicinity of the Stone House are associated 
with one of two time periods: 

• San Antonio de Padua Pueblo (LA 24): Occupied ca. 
1315-1450 and ca. 1550-1650
• One of several large villages in the East 

Mountains occupied during those time periods.
• Pueblo is ca. 100 m away from the Stone House 

but associated sites are present for considerable 
distance beyond it.

• Documented Pueblo-period resources in the 
vicinity of the Stone House include
• Field houses
• Water control features (check dams, etc.)
• Artifact scatters 



• Vecino San Antonio de Padua: 
Merced del Cañón de Carnué
land grant settlement
established ca. 1819 and 
continuing to the present day

• Standing structures

• Irrigation and water control 
features: 

• Acequias

• Reservoirs

• Check dams, terraces, 
etc.

• Rubble piles, etc.? 



• Step 2 - Pedestrian Inventory: 
Systematic inspection of open 
areas surrounding the Stone 
House conducted June 11, 
2023
• All artifacts and features were 

documented, photographed, and 
recorded with a sub-meter GPS 
system

• Diagnostic artifacts in danger of 
being destroyed or collected by 
others were collected and will 
eventually be curated at the 
Stone House. These primarily 
consisted of diagnostic pre-
contact ceramics. 



• Results
• Six features were recorded, including 

three acequia segments, two rubble 
mounds, and a small possible cobble 
concentration
• The acequia system includes lined 

and unlined earthen ditches, 
metal and plastic piping, and a 
short section of wooden/log 
flume

• The rubble features are likely 
associated with recent-historic 
demolition and land-clearing 
activities around the stone house







• Results
• 22 artifacts were also documented during 

the preliminary survey.
• Most of these (bottle and jar glass, nails, 

porcelain and historical-period ceramics, 
slate fragments, etc.) date to the 
historical period and are likely 
contemporaneous with the 19th/20th-
century occupation of the Stone House

• However, 7 ceramic potsherds were 
identified including pre-contact and 
Colonial-period Puebloan wares or 
potential Hispano wares dating to the 
18th or early 19th century. 

• Additional pre-contact Puebloan 
ceramics have been identified, plotted 
and collected during subsequent work 
at the site. 

• These artifacts indicate the general use 
of the Stone House vicinity during the 
occupation of San Antonio Pueblo and 
the early San Antonio de Padua land 
grant settlement. 








	Slide 1: Stone House Cultural Resource Survey
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11

