
We honored two members who are retiring from the EMHS Board at our Annual

Member Meeting in November: Dick Brown and Denise Tessier. Each has

supported EMHS for many years. Dick has contributed historical articles and

research to our flagship publication, Timelines of the East Mountains, as well as

made presentations at our membership programs. Denise has contributed in

many areas: serving as a board member for 29 continuous years-including 7

years as president, as editor for 24 years of our award-winning newsletter, as

originator of our Mapping Our Vanishing Past map, as contributor to our award-

winning Timelines of the East Mountains, and as historian and archives manager.

She was awarded Board Member Emeritus in 2024. 

The mission of the East Mountain

Historical Society is to identify,

preserve, and present to the public

the history and culture of the East

Mountain area. EMHS will assist in

protecting historic buildings and

landscapes, artifacts, records, or any

item considered to be of historic

significance.EMHS will also identify,

collect, and archive historical

material of significance to the area.
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      Come and hear a presentation by Phil and Rosanne Archuletta about the New

Mexico Historical Markers. Their talk will include the history of the state’s

Historical Marker Project, as well as stories about the people and places that are

located in our East Mountain area. They will be sharing from their three books -

New Mexico Historic Marker Roadmaps – Inspiring Stories of Men, Women and

Places, published in February 2023; Women Marked for History, which won the

New Mexico Heritage Preservation Award in 2015; and Traveling New Mexico,

published in 2004. (This program is supported by the Speakers Bureau of the

Historical Society of New Mexico.)



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE BY ROBYN HOFFMAN

     I am reading a book that was published in 1917- one 

hundred and seven years ago- the year that the United States 

entered into World War I. So much has happened since then 

to our country and the world. That year, the Stone House in 

San Antonio, now owned by EMHS, was the home of Carlos 

Campo, an immigrant from Italy, and his family. It was a 

central place for the agrarian community then-with vineyards 

for wine-making, and it served as a commercial, social and 

political hub.

     EMHS is looking ahead to the next one hundred years-to have the site be a place of community

centering, preserving this community’s cultures and history.

      The site was humming with activity on Saturday January 27, 2024 with 15 architecture students

from UNM learning about the building and grounds, measuring structures and sketching for the

field work project of their course in Historic American Building Survey drawing. 

    When these students are about my age, it will be 2080. Perhaps they can take their grandchildren

to the Stone House and remember what they did there about 56 years earlier. Our vision is that the

important memories of this community will have a home at the Stone House for a hundred years to

come. As the author of my 107 year old book says:

“[We] are the heirs of all who have gone before [us], and [we] are honor bound

to do [our] share in contributing to the inheritance of those who shall come

after [us]. We of today have inherited the results of other people’s efforts. We

are enjoying all the inventions, the discoveries, all the luxuries that are the

fruits of the struggles and trials, the sufferings, poverty and hardship of the

inventors, the discoverers, the achievers who labored to improve the

condition of mankind. We were sent here to carry their work a step farther by

bringing into the actual the vision of our divinest inspiration.”

Orison Swett Marden, How to Get What You Want, N.Y. 1917



The magnificent Sandia Mountain forms the enormous rampart towering over the

city of Albuquerque, New Mexico. A new book by EMHS member Dirk Van Hart lays

out the complex origin of the mountain -- a relatively new feature, but made of

very old rocks -- in the context of the greater American Southwest. This richly

illustrated book is accessible to non-geologists and includes gems of history

throughout. (Available from Amazon, Albuquerque area book stores, or direct from

the author - contact information upon request).

Our own EMHS member, Dick Brown, has released Heart of Gold,

the second book in his Under the Canyon Skies trilogy, a saga of

pioneer life at the Grand Canyon. This historical novel tells a

fictional story of gold discovery, copper mines, rockslides,

outlaws, beer-drinking burros, a railway on the brink, conflicting

federal regulations, and badgering by a flourishing commercial

tourist industry that fiercely opposes independents. Besides his

service as a member of the EMHS board, Dick also was president

of the Board of Directors of the Grand Canyon Historical Society.

(Available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble and eBook retailers).

EVENT PLANNER NEEDED
The East Mountain Historical Society is embarking on a series of fund-raising events for the restoration of

the Campo Stone House. The series will include a community barbeque and hoedown, a golf tournament,

and other public events. Are you an experienced event planner? Let’s talk about it.

PUBLICITY and PUBLIC RELATIONS
EMHS seeks an experienced public relations individual to interface with media about the EMHS. Please

contact any board member if you are interested in helping with PR.

GRANTS MANAGER
In 2025, substantial funds for the restoration and construction of the Stone House will be required. EMHS

must identify pertinent funding sources and grant cycles in 2024. Can you help, or do you know someone

who can?Please contact Robyn Hoffman or André Larroque, Co-chairs, Stone House Planning Committee. 



On Tuesday, November 7, 2023, we joined

with the Village of Tijeras to celebrate the

one year anniversary of the grand opening

of the Tijeras Senior Center. The mission of

the Center is to provide services and

programs for seniors from Tijeras and the

surrounding community, in order to

enhance their dignity, support their

independence, and invite their

involvement in community life. We put our

historical photos on display along with our

big Mapping Our Vanishing Past map of

East Mountain historic sites. We had a great

time chatting with civic leaders, EMHS

members and friends. Thanks to the

Seniors who told us their stories of years

past.

Members Mark and Julie Ann Clevenger with Program Chair Debbie Post at the Tijeras Senior
Center Celebration. Photo by Denise Tessier.

At our Annual Meeting in November 2024, our guest

speaker was renowned jeweler, silversmith and

owner of the Tiffany Turquoise mine, Douglas

Magnus. He related the history of the Cerrillos area

mines-from prehistory, to the Spanish period, to the

modern era and he included his own adventures with

the Tiffany and Castilian mines. As an artist, Douglas

also shared photos of his beautiful crafts in silver,

gold and turquoise. To see more Cerrillos turquoise

jewelry, visit: douglasmagnus.com

Herculano Montoya of La Cienega at the Tiffany Mine, 1936.
Photo courtesy of Douglas Magnus.



On April 25-27, 2024, the Historical Society of New Mexico will 

hold its annual conference nearby in Albuquerque, at the 

Embassy Suites, 1000 Woodward Place NE. A stellar line-up of 

presentations and activities will explore the events, cultures, 

stories, and perspectives that add to the mosaic of New Mexico 

history,  from the earliest inhabitants to the recent past. EMHS is 

excited to participate with our own speakers and booth. Registration and program details will be

posted online in mid-February at: https://hsnm.org/history-conference

      We need EMHS members to help staff our booth during the conference. We ask for just 2 hours

of your time. You will get to talk to participants about the East Mountains, share your stories,

promote our group, and relax in a chair! A board member will be with you to help with sales of

our books and calendars. If you are able to help, please let us know at:

VicePresident@eastmountainhistory.org

     The East Mountain Historical Society welcomed the owners of Rangewood Reclaimers, in Carnuel,

New Mexico-as new members last year. Steve and Claudia Huchting have a passionate interest in

buildings and artifacts from the Old West. Claudia brings her creative talent to their businesses from

her years in the film and television industry.

     Entering the site of Rangewood Reclaimers in Carnuel is like stepping back in history. Steve

Huchting and his crew have reclaimed amazing historical artifacts: from wagons to windows, to

lumber from old ranches, barns, cabins and a variety of vintage structures. Rangewood has a careful

process to safely dismantle and reclaim a vintage building. They have worked with the State; local

businesses such as restaurants, contractors, remodelers, interior designers, and artists; as well as do-

it-yourselfers.  

      The Huchtings and their staff are also dedicated to preserving the history of old buildings, and to

working with preservation and restoration projects. So it is with luck and serendipity that the

Huchtings joined the Stone House Planning Committee in 2024.

      The public can visit the Rangewood Reclaimers shop to find gift items with Western themes and

have a cup of coffee at: 16912 Frontage Road East, off of Old Route 66; or visit their website at

rangewoodreclaimers.com.

http://rangewoodreclaimers.com/


     In 1728, Governor of Santa Fe de Nuevo México Juan Domingo Bustamante granted a tract of

uninhabited land, between Santa Fe and San Marcos Pueblo, to Santa Fe resident Jose Leyba. Leyba

built a home and corrals near Coyote Spring, about two miles north of the pueblo. The Leyba family

occupied the land for several generations until 1839, when Jose’s great-grandson Juan Angel was

killed by Indians, not far from the home. Juan Angel was the last occupant of the land; the dwelling

and corrals were reportedly nothing but ruins by the 1860s- leading to appearances that the grant had

been abandoned. 

     Just a few miles southeast of Coyote Spring and the Leyba ranch were ancient turquoise mines, that

had been worked by Native Americans centuries earlier. These mines had been covered over by Native

people during the years of Spanish exploration and occupation in the 16th and 17th centuries,

rendering them all but invisible to the Spanish. In fact, Spaniards showed little interest in turquoise

and mining until the late 19th century, and at that time the value of turquoise was minimal.

     That lack of value changed in 1892, when George F. Kunz, gemologist for Tiffany & Co. in New York

City, raised awareness and appreciation of turquoise by categorizing it as a gemstone. Tiffany then

began making turquoise jewelry that became wildly popular on the East Coast – and the old turquoise

mines of the Cerrillos district were worked again.

     Newly-filed mining claims were made on ancient mine sites by several different miners. One of these

was an Irishman named James McNulty, who incorporated the American Turquoise Co. and worked, in

partnership with Tiffany, to supply it with desirable blue Cerrillos Turquoise.

     Not long after the price and popularity of turquoise began to rise, Santa Fe businessman and

notorious land-manipulator Mariano F. Sena took an interest in making a claim to the Jose de Leyba

Grant, through “rights” purchased from two elderly Leyba descendants. The original grant boundary

and land descriptions were easily open to interpretation. And Sena used this to his advantage by

building his case that the 1728 grant had included the turquoise mines, along with at least 16,000

acres of land. The two heirs, from whom 

Mariano Sena purchased “rights,” in 1895, 

were Salvador Leyba, Jose Leyba’s great-

great-grandson, and Maria Antonio Sandoval 

Ramirez, a great-great-great-grandaughter. 

By the time Sena finally brought his case 

before the courts in 1899, both of these people 

had died.

     

BY RICK HOLBEN

A nugget of turquoise collected by James McNulty
from his mine near Cerrillos was preserved in his

mining company archives and made available by his
granddaughter Patricia McGraw, author of Tiffany

Blue, the story of James McNulty and his mine.
Photo by Rick Holben



On Sunday, November 12, 2023, we held our annual member meeting, at the Tijeras Village Hall. We reviewed the

year’s accomplishments, voted for officers and board members, held a silent auction, and enjoyed delectable

snacks. We extended a big welcome to new board members: Nick Kennedy and Caroline Hess. Here are some

highlights from the society business meeting. Upgrading the EMHS website was a major undertaking, and grant

funding allowed us to employ professionals. The EMHS Facebook page was activated, with good participation by

members and the public. Our quarterly newsletter continues to provide articles about East Mountain history and

culture. Our programs have included four meetings, a field trip, and participation in four community events. EMHS

continues to protect respectfully, preserve, and communicate the history of this area. Minutes available upon

request. Reminder: we do ask all members to be sure and renew in 2024.  A big thank you to: Evelyn McGarry for

delicious snacks; Caroline Hess for helping hands and a friendly smile; Jeannie Place for setting up, membership,

and organizing our supplies; Denise Tessier for running the Silent Auction; Rick Holben, Hallie Brown and Sandra

Lee for managing sales; Nick Kennedy for setting up, putting away, and running the audio/visual equipment; Robyn

Hoffman for hosting the speaker and guests; and all of our members who turned out.

      Maria Antonio Sandoval Ramirez was the wife of

Serafin Ramirez, whose family had moved to Tijeras in

the 1860s, after Serafin had sold the San Pedro Land

Grant to a group of Eastern investors who were later

known as the San Pedro & Cañon del Agua Co. Serafin

died in 1869, but Maria Antonio lived until 1896, in her

home which was located in what is now the lower

parking lot of the East Mountain Library in Tijeras.

Augustin Ramirez, son of Serafin and Maria Antonio,

provided testimony for Sena during the court

proceedings.     
A map prepared as court evidence by Mariano Sena showing what

he asserted were the boundaries of the Jose de Leyba Grant.
Source: Mariano F. Sena vs. The United States

    Salvador Leyba also died prior to the court hearings, but his 90-year-old mother was still living in El Gallego, “a

remote and unfrequented place in the mountains about 50 miles from Santa Fe” (just south of modern Edgewood).

Sena hoped to get a statement from her. He contacted Augustin Muller of El Gallego, who informed him that the

“relatives of the family would not allow him to have any communications with her.” Perhaps his reputation had

preceded him.

      Mariano Sena’s 1899 request to the Court of Private Land Claims, asking to confirm his claim to the Jose de

Leyba Grant, was denied. Sena filed subsequent court cases that included McNulty and the American Turquoise Co.

His final attempt in 1911 was an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court. All of his attempts found him lacking enough

evidence to support his claims.

BY DEBBIE POST



Looking Ahead at Upcoming Events 

Mark your calendars for upcoming events of historical interest:

Spring 2024: Field Trip to Golden, featuring the historic Henderson Store and St. Francisco de

Asis Church. We are looking at carpooling together and a picnic lunch.

First Week in July 2024- Edgewood 25th Anniversary Celebration: EMHS will have historical

displays around town, have a booth at the arts and crafts fair, and (hopefully!) partner with

the Town of Edgewood for living history by Civil War re-enactors.

September 2024, BernCo East Mountain Celebration: EMHS will have a booth and promote

our society and the Stone House project. Great way to meet the community in a fun, family-

friendly event!

East Mountain Historical Society

PO Box 106

Tijeras, NM 87059


