
New 2025 Calendar: Picturing History
EMHS is excited to unveil our 2025 calendar, which includes new photos and stories from East Mountain history. The

delightful cover photo celebrates the 100th Anniversary of Cedar Crest. Carl Webb is shown on the back of a burro, in

front of his Cedar Crest Resort and Store in the late 1920s. Carl was the first Cedar Crest Postmaster, in 1925.

We acknowledge the contributions of our members who produced this creative and informative calendar: Rick Holben

(stories and photos), Lisa Darnold (layout and printing), Denise Tessier (editing).
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President's Message

BY: ROBYN HOFFMAN

The members of the Board of Directors were glad to meet the Historical Society members who turned out for

the tour of Golden and the Senior Fair at the Tijeras Senior Center. We are always learning from our members

and welcome your volunteering to help the East Mountain Historical Society in your areas of interest. The

mission of the EMHS is to identify, preserve, and present to the public the history and culture of the East

Mountain Area. Our organization covers approximately 400 square miles. There are so many opportunities for

preservation and education that we are unable to address, due to the limits of time and resource availability

of our Board Members and Committee Chairs. As you know, there are no paid staff in EMHS. All of our activities

and publications are produced by volunteers.

The Stone House Planning Committee has been active in researching the history of the Stone House site;

especially since it is the future home of EMHS and Visitor Center for the Turquoise Trail and Tijeras Creek

Cultural Corridor Project. Currently the archeologist Tom Windes, well-known for his dendrochronology

expertise and work at Pueblo Bonito in Chaco Canyon, is assisting in the investigation of the architectural

history of the Campo Stone House. At a hearing before the Bernalillo County Assessor’s Office, members of the

Committee appealed the previous denial of a property tax exemption for the site. Their argument-that the

historic site is a substantial benefit to the public-was presented as justification for the tax exemption.

EMHS has 350 members, but the

organization is being run by fewer than 20

volunteers. With more volunteers

contributing toward our mission, we could

consider: re-starting the oral history

program, establishing a student program

with the East Mountain schools, and

producing a revised Mapping Our Vanishing

Past Map- as well as other publications. Our

Sales team is asking for volunteers to help

distribute the Timelines book and 2025

calendars to our vendors in Tijeras, Golden,

and Albuquerque. Our Stone House

Committee is asking for help in event

planning for fund-raising. The Program

Committee needs volunteers to staff events

and outings. If you enjoy EMHS, why not join

in to continue its mission?

Her



NEWS AND NOTES

Dick Brown, EMHS member, has
completed his trilogy, “Under the
Canyon Sky.” He presented signed
copies at the August Board
Meeting.

Board member Caroline Browning
Hess tells us: At the annual Sandia
Lions Club meeting at the grove, a
large black bear asked to join the
lions club. Fortunately no tigers
showed up.

A hearty welcome to our newest
members: David Furbush; Robert
and Christine Hoffman; Elizabeth
Williams of Albuquerque; and
Charles Herrera of Lake Elsinore,
CA.

The Hidden Treasures of Golden
On Saturday, May 18, 2024, about twenty-five members and friends of EMHS traveled up the Turquoise Trail to

Golden. First, we explored the beautiful San Francisco de Asis Church where we were hosted by Dotty and John

Melendez, mayordomos (caretakers), with parishioner Robert Armijo. They entranced us with the history of the

church from its founding in 1839 through recent reconstruction projects. Robyn Hoffman, EMHS president, gave us a

talk on the history of the town of Golden: from Ancestral Puebloan times, through the 1828 New Mexican Gold Rush

centered on the Ortiz mining district, through the heyday in the 1890s, and into the 20th century.

Then, at the Henderson Store (established 1918), members were treated to the wide variety of Southwestern Indian

jewelry, rugs, and pottery by owners Desiri and Allan Pielhau. EMHS historian, Denise Tessier, guided our hosts

through a discussion of their family history, including life as storekeepers in a remote area, mining interests and the

current rise of tourism on the Turquoise Trail.

A big “Thank You” to the parish of St. Joseph in Cerrillos, and to the Henderson Store in Golden. Thank you to Rick

Holben for shepherding attendees, Robyn Hoffman for a talk on Golden history, Denise Tessier for guiding the

program in the Henderson Store, Lisa Darnold and Jeannie Place for publicity, and Debbie Post, Program Chair, for

organizing.  For more information on the church, contact St. Joseph parish in Cerrillos or visit https://sjcerrillos.org/.

For more information on the store, visit https://www.hendersonstore.com/.

EMHS members explore the interior of San Francisco de Asis church. Photo by Debbie Post.

https://sjcerrillos.org/
https://www.hendersonstore.com/


Hal Crossley and the 
New Town of Buford, N.M.

BY RICK HOLBEN

Buford, New Mexico had its beginnings on 160 acres of land purchased in about 1937 by Hal

Crossley, near what is now Old Route 66 and Eunice Road in Moriarty. In 1937, the alignment

of Highway 66 was re-routed between Santa Rosa and Albuquerque, replacing the longer,

less-direct route through Santa Fe. This new alignment ran about two miles north of the

original town site of Moriarty. 

Crossley bought land along the new road and opened two businesses: the Thunderbird Café

and the Buford Court Motel. The name Buford honored Hal’s younger brother Buford

Crossley, who had died in infancy. By August 1939, newspaper ads appeared in the

Albuquerque Journal, presumably placed by Crossley, advertising that “The new town of

Buford, N.M., on Will Rogers Highway 66, has a nice building for a restaurant, lights and

restroom attached, for reasonable rent. Phone No. 2 Buford N.M.” It wasn’t long before

others began building gas stations, cafes and other businesses nearby along Highway 66,

creating the community of Buford, which was so noted on some road maps of the era.

Buford also was included in 1946 in A Guide Book to Highway 66 by Jack D. Rittenhouse as “a

small crossroads hamlet offering four cafes, six gas stations and two courts.” In 1953, when

Moriarty incorporated, it absorbed the community and businesses of Buford, which now

constitute Moriarty’s historic Old Route 66 corridor.
A postcard of the

Thunderbird Café at Buford,
N.M. owned by Hal Crossley.
The card was mailed in 1941
by a girl named “Margaret”

to her mother in Water
Valley, Texas. Margaret

indicated in her message
that this is where she was

working at the time, noting
that “It is much nicer on the
inside than out.” At the time

the card was printed, the
proprietor of the café was
indicated on the back as a

man named “B. Stuart”.
According to an oral history
prepared by Hal Crossley in
1978, he leased the café to

H.O. “Blackie” Ingram in
1943. About a year later,
Ingram moved down the
road and opened his own

business called “Blackie’s,”
which still operates today.



Hal Crossley, the founder of Buford, was born in 1893 in Colorado and spent his early years in

South Dakota and Nebraska with a foster family. His father, John L. Crossley, and

stepmother Ida moved to the Estancia Valley in 1904 and homesteaded 160 acres near what

are now Martinez Road and Green Road. John Crossley worked for the Santa Fe Central

Railway and was the first telegraph operator in the Estancia Valley. In 1921, Hal joined his

father and stepmother in Moriarty. At his father’s suggestion, Hal opened a gas station near

the post office and Moriarty Trading Co, which was located near the train depot. Hal

borrowed $500 from the postmaster to get the business started, and it was the first Standard

Oil Co station in the area. He ran this garage until his move to Buford in 1937. Hal spent the

rest of his life in Moriarty, where he passed away in 1980. 

Crossley donated land at Highway 41 and Old Route 66 for the park that is now named for

him. Very little remains of Crossley’s original buildings. A small retail store on the corner of

Eunice and Old Route 66 occupies a portion of what was the original Buford Court; the rest

has been replaced by a modern hotel.

The corner of Old Route 66 and Eunice in Moriarty in 2024, where Hal Crossley’s “new town” of Buford started in 1937.



VOLUNTEER WITH EMHS:

We can certainly use help in supporting our many activities. Please contact Robyn Hoffman,
President, or Debbie Post, Vice President, to learn more! Specific needs:

Sales Committee: Join our own Sandra Lee in distributing our books and calendars to
East Mountain businesses. Meet new people! Commitment is only a few hours per month.
EMHS Board Member: We would love additional participation on the board, allowing us to
pursue more historical activities, such as Oral History and historic property restoration.
Event Planner: We are embarking on series of fund-raising events for the restoration of
the Campo Stone House, to include a community barbeque and hoedown, a golf
tournament and other public events. Are you an experienced event planner? Let’s talk
about it.
Publicity and Public Relations: We need an experienced public relations individual to
interface with news media about our many events and restoration activities.
Grants Manager: In 2025, substantial funds for the restoration and construction of the
Stone House will be required. EMHS must identify pertinent funding sources and grant
cycles in 2024.

EMHS Celebrates Older Americans Month

We showcased history on May 13, 2024, at the

Tijeras Senior Center’s Health Fair– in

celebration of Older Americans Month. We

fascinated visitors with our huge Vanishing

Past Map, and had many lively conversations

as visitors and members related family stories.

A big thank you to Debra Hoyt, Program

Coordinator, Tijeras Senior Center. She

organized this event which brought a dozen

agencies to the Health Fair and which included

a Blue Cross Care Van, as well as jazz

musicians. And thank you to Sandra Lee and

Robyn Hoffman for staffing the table, with

Debbie Post.

Robyn Hoffman, EMHS President, shares goals of 
EMHS projects with Health Fair visitor. Photo by

Debra Hoyt.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

BernCo East Mountain Celebration
Sunday, September 22, 2024, 12-5pm, BernCo East Mountain Celebration at Vista Grande

Community Center, 15 La Madera Rd, Sandia Park. 

The location is different this year, but expect fun and food for the whole family! EMHS will
have a booth and will sell our new 2025 calendar, Vanishing Past Map, and Timelines of the

East Mountains book. Please stop by!

Annual Member Meeting and Speaker on Railroading History
Sunday, November 17, 2024, 2pm-3:30pm, Annual Member Meeting & Guest Speaker, Fred

Friedman, on railroading history in the East Mountains, Tijeras Village Hall, 12 Camino
Municipal, Tijeras, NM 87059. 

Fred Friedman has a broad background in New Mexico railroading history. He served as head
of the state’s Railroad Bureau for many years, investigated railroad accidents throughout the
country for law firms, and acted as an expert witness in railroad cases after retirement. He

was responsible for dozens of reports and studies associated with railroad freight and
passenger service, in New Mexico and throughout the United States. He has written

numerous works about New Mexico railroad history, including: “Santa Fe County Railroads:
1880 to Present”, “The Zuni Mountain Railroad”, and “Railroad Depots of New Mexico.” Fred

is excited to speak to us about the East Mountains, including the numerous railroad activities,
both planned and constructed, that are part of the area's colorful history.
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